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Session topics:

1.  Types of 
readings to use 
in class

2.  Whole-class 
activities & 
games

3.  Partner & 
Individual work 
(assessments & 
homework)
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Types of readings What to read in class

What CAN we “read”?



Essentially, close reading means reading 

to uncover layers of meaning that lead to 

deep comprehension.

Nancy Boyles in Educational 
Leadership



Types of 
readings:  
What counts as 
"text"?

Published Mini-
Stories

Embedded 
Readings

Stories created by 
you, your students, 

other classes

Novels
Cartoons / Story 

Strips
Articles from News 

Sources

Blogs or Wiki 
articles

Infographics Songs/Lyrics

Paintings Photographs



There are 
SO many 
ways to 
read (& 
RESPOND)!!

Read aloud (teacher or native speaker)

Silent reading (SSR, FVR)

Decoding in groups

Read and answer 
questions (See The 
Blurvle Ceremony 
image)

Matching

Multiple choice

Who said it / Who would 
say it

Put events in order





Whole class & group 
activities

How to involve all students 
in dynamic comprehension 
& extension activities



Readers’ theater
•Text rewritten in script 
form
•Act out the story
•Students read dialogue 
(or mouth it while teacher 
reads)



Goose Chase (Website/App)
Perform tasks to respond to details in the text.

After Reading



Gimkit! (Website)

Other sites:  

Quizlet (Live)

Kahoot

MULTIPLE CHOICE PUT IN ORDER

AFTER READING



Partner & individual 
work

Engagement on a more 
personal level.



Annotation

Give readers a goal/target:

DURING READING



Save the last word protocol

Readers mark text based on prompt (prior slide)

In groups, 1 member shares one thing they marked 
(such as "sentence that seemed most interesting")

Others comment on that sentence.

Original person explains their original thoughts & 
reacts to others' sharing.

AFTER READING



Blackout Poetry

• Start with a full text.

• Blackout words to make a new story or to 
simplify the original down to the minimum.  

AFTER READING







Sketchnotes
Smash Doodle (Martina Bex)

Illustrate events in a story, 
steps of a process, or flow 
of ideas.

DURING READING



Emoji story

• Emojicopy.com

• Getemoji.com

• Emojipedia.org

After Reading



Twitter Feed

• Linoit.com

• Padlet.com

DURING READING



Reading response template
DURING READING



El capibara 
con botas

Sentence from 
book

Science facts

Carlos es un 
capibara.  Carlos 
vive en la selva.

Capibaras viven 
en la selva.

Carlos no es 
normal.  No tiene 
pies palmados.

Capibaras  tienen 
pies palmados.

Carlos no es 
normal.  No puede 
nadar.

El jaguar quiere 
atacar a Carlos.

DURING READING

Book excerpts used with permission from 
Mira Canion, www.miracanion.com



Deep 
Thoughts

Write a reaction

Drawing

Journaling, character 
connection

Soundtrack for the 
book

AFTER READING



Deeper 
Thoughts

Write advice to the 
character(s)

Book Snaps (Real or 
Fake)

Social Media profile for 
character(s)

Playlist for each chapter 
(Spotify, YouTube)

AFTER READING



•Kelly Ferguson

•www.compellinginstruction.com (I talked about…)

•Twitter:  @kelferg

http://www.compellinginstruction.com/

